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The Community Empowering with Planting in
Rural Community—A Case Study of Shunde
Xiashi Village Community Practice

Abstract: With the development of urbanization, traditional life
and the mode of production in the rural areas changed. The key
reason includes the depression of farming. The approach of the
rural landscape architecture is changing with the community
empowering activity in the rural area. Landscape architects began to
rethink the relationship between the environment and the planting
activities, which could support the sustainability of the community.
The environment and community in Shunde area have changed
greatly. With the decline of the traditional planting industry, the
local economy, the population cooperation model, and the local
ecology changed. Through a practical study of community-building
activities in Xiashi Village from 2016 to 2019, it discovered the
diverse role of planting activities in the countryside. Planting as an
opportunity could help the community empowering. Setting multi-
level goals for different participants, promoting "expression" and
"communication" among different groups of communities, sharing
resources and public space are strategies of Xiashi community to
promote community sustainability. Landscape architects should
assess and adjust the way they intervene in the community.
Rebuilding the meaning of planting is the key job for landscape
architects. It could empower the community to plan and develop
their community with planting.

Keywords: landscape architecture; rural area; public participation;

urbanization
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